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chamber board & director
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Michael Trosvig President	 All Building Corp.
	 michael@allbuilding.com	 218-739-3231

Pam Bice Treasurer	 Wells Fargo Bank
		  218-736-4120

Matt McGovern President Elect	 Pemberton Law Firm
	 m.mcgovern@pemlaw.com	 218-736-5493

BOARD MEMBERS:
Jean Bowman	 Convention and Visitors Bureau	
	 jeanbowman@visitfergusfalls.com	 218-332-5425

Tim Brinkman	 Otter Tail Telcom/Park Region Telephone	
	 tim.brinkman@parkregion.com	 218-998-2000

Matt Bucher	 Otter Tail Power Co.
	 mbucher@otpco.com	 218-739-8443

Tyson Hajicek	 Moore Engineering	
		  218-998-4041

Erik Johnson	 Applebee’s / Ringdahl Ambulance
	 erik.johnson@nglobe.com	 218-998-4745

Tara Kempfer	 InVision Eye Care
	 tak@ffvision.com	 218-736-5609

Michelle Pearson	 Century 21 Vista
	 michelle@century21vista.com	 218-998-9310

Mary Widiger	 Lakeland Hospice & Home Care
	 mwidiger@lakelandhospicehomecare.org	 218-998-1400

Dan Zierden	 Cullen’s Home Center
	 danzierden@cullenshomecenter.com	 218-998-5070 

Staff:
Lisa Workman	 Executive Director
	 lworkman.ffchamber@prtel.com • 218-731-1721
Terreé Hoffman	 Accounts Coordinator
	 thoffman.ffchamber@prtel.com • 218-736-6951
Pam Partain	 Administrative Assistant
	 ppartain.ffchamber@prtel.com • 218-736-6951
LeeAnn Barnett	 Membership Support
	 chamber@prtel.com • 218-731-6995

Phone: 218-736-6951 • Fax: 218-736-6952
Office Hours: 8:30am-5:00pm
E-mail: chamber@prtel.com • Web: www.fergusfalls.com
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Chamber Provides Tools To Keep 
Businesses And Jobs Here

Our economic success is directly affected by keeping our businesses here 
and ensuring they have the necessary tools to grow.

Of course, we like to see new businesses OPEN, but long-standing 
businesses are our foundation and without them our economy would crumble 
and jobs would disappear. We need to recognize, support and keep our current 
businesses, or we would be in much worse shape than we could even imagine. 
This is why you see the Chamber Ambassadors celebrating anniversaries with 
our members in addition to visiting new businesses.

Since 2007, the Fergus Falls Area Chamber of Commerce has been an active 
member of “Grow Minnesota!,” a private business retention and economic 
development program as well. Our Grow Minnesota! advisory team visits local 
businesses and gathers information to identify issues and trends, provide 
helpful resources and resolution (if applicable) and most importantly to THANK 
them for doing business in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.

It’s amazing what’s learned during these one-on-one confidential 
conversations. Sometimes there are concerns that we can help resolve. 
Occasionally we learn of a business that is thinking about moving to a different 
area or “crossing the border.” If that comes up, we take proactive measures 
with community leaders and the business to encourage them to stay here in 
our community – and uncover their reasons for considering a move.

The Grow Minnesota! program is serious about keeping jobs here. In 2009, 
Grow Minnesota! partnered with the Pohlad Family Foundation to give more 
than $5.5 million in grants and low interest loans to keep jobs at our businesses 
during the height of the recession. Your Fergus Falls chamber was very active 
in this process and we were pleased when a local business was selected.

Grow Minnesota! also offers an ongoing resource to all businesses called 
“BusinessConnection.” This is a free, electronic business assistance and 
referral network available anytime at: www.mnbizconnect.com It connects 
businesses to a wide variety of business-related information. Personal service 
is available during business hours at 1-888-MINN-BIZ.

If you haven’t had a Grow Minnesota! visit and would like to share your story 
with us, please let us know. We’re always listening and want to know more 
about what it takes for you to grow and be successful. The chamber is here 
to serve as the lead advocate and resource for our members and to create 
partnerships that foster a healthy business climate.

Lisa Workman 
Executive Director
218-736-6951
lworkman.ffchamber@prtel.com

Tim Litt
218-205-8439

Strategic 
Web Solutions

Website strategies, design,
development and maintenance

www.eggengroup.com

218-736-5232
Diversion Drive • Fergus Falls
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membership
Renewals
 Thank you to the following businesses who have made a 
commitment to continue their support of the business community 
of the Fergus Falls Area Chamber of Commerce by renewing their 
memberships April 23 - May 23, 2011.
     As always, you are encouraged to patronize these and other 
Chamber member fi rms when conducting your business.

 Compl e list  of  members: www.fergusfalls.com

1213 North Union • Fergus Falls • 739-3295

 “Committed to 
Professional Service”

 Renee, Jan, Connie
Mickey & Dianne

 The Rohde 
Insurance 

Services Team

• A Center for the Arts
• All Building Corporation
• Bremer Bank
• Cooper’s Technology Group
• Interstate Engineering
• James Swenson, DDS, Ph.D
• Kinetico Home Water Systems
• Lakeland Hospice & Home Care
• Lakeway Market
• North Country Lawns
• Our Lady of Victory Catholic 

Church/School

• Pebble Lake Golf Club, Inc.
• Security Insurance
• Signworks Signs & Banners
• Subway
• Svingen, Karkela & Cline, PLLP
• The Midweek Inc.
• The Work Connection, Inc.
• Welander Jewelers
• West OTC Fair Association
• WestRidge Mall

New Members
Welcome

 Quality Services... Naturally!
705 West Fir Ave, Fergus Falls, MN
877-267-4764 • www.gpng.com

New & Improved Chamber 
Newsletter Coming in July

On July 3, the “Chamber Update” newsletter will reach 20,000 homes and 
businesses in 27 communities along with “This Week’s Shopping News” 
making a bigger impact in the entire lakes area. Our goal is to increase 
awareness of the chamber and our membership through increased circulation 
as well as provide an effective tool for our members to share their message.

Our newsletter will also be emailed to nearly 2,000 subscribers and posted 
on our website. During the summer transition (July-September), we will 
continue to mail a copy to each member, but beginning October 1, 2011 copies 
will be mailed upon request only. Please let us know no later than September 
15 if you’d prefer to receive a print copy in the mail.

The new format will be tabloid size with full color available on every page. 
Chamber members who choose to 
advertise will have a choice of ad sizes 
starting at $67 including full color. The 
Midweek staff sells advertising to cover 
the chamber’s printing and inserting 
costs. Newsletter inserts or fl yers 
(eBlasts) can be sent electronically for 
just $75 and are arranged through the 
chamber offi ce.

We look forward to a new format, new 
circulation and new story ideas --- along 
with longtime favorites such as the 
Ambassador Visits, Fergus Friendly and 
Calendar of Events. 

Fergus Power Pump
24978 225th St., Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Lisa Rudie
218-736-6772
www.ferguspowerpump.com

ShoreMaster Inc.
1025 International Drive, Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Don Hurley
218-739-4641
www.shoremaster.com

City Bakery, LLC
219 W. Lincoln, Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Lisa Paradise
218-739-1100
www.citybakeryff.com

Coming Soon! New Fergus Falls Map
Production has begun on a new, full-color printed map of Fergus Falls and 

Otter Tail County. This is the 4th year we have partnered with 
Chamber-member NovoPrint USA, Inc. to produce the chamber’s 
map, which will be updated to refl ect our growth and showcase 
our beautiful, progressive community.

This map is a great tool to communicate information about 
your business to residents, other businesses and visitors. We 
distribute these maps daily in response to inquiries. In fact, it’s 
one of the three main printed publications that are included in 
each informational packet we send out.

As an advertiser, your business will reach more than 10,000 
individuals through low-cost-per-view advertising and will be 
positioned as a community leader and a community supporter. 
Only Chamber members are eligible for this opportunity.

To fi nd out more about this project, or to schedule a personal 
appointment, please contact our NovoPrint representative, Chaz Kleinsteuber, at 
612.709.9276, or e-mail him at chaz@novoprint.com. Space available on a fi rst-come 
fi rst-served basis. You can also contact the Chamber directly at 218-736-6951.
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hospitality & ambassador visits

If you would like to nominate someone for the 
Fergus Falls Friendly Award, please contact Pam at the Chamber 

at 736-6951 or chamber@prtel.com

LeAnn Neuleib           
Otter Tail County Historical 
Society
LeAnn Neuleib, Office Manager at the 
Otter Tail County Historical Society has 
a vast knowledge of the history of Otter 
Tail County.  For the past 25 years, LeAnn 
has managed the museum’s gift shop as 
well as worked on graphic design for the 
museum. Being patient and enjoying the 
wide array of people who walk through 

the museum’s door are important to LeAnn. While not working at 
the OTCHS, LeAnn enjoys being on the board at the Otter Tail County 
Humane Society, is a Master Gardner and enjoys photography. Thank 
you, LeAnn for helping Otter Tail County history come alive!

Fergus Friendly
Awards

Gaustad Accounting & Tax Service, LLC       
New Business/New Member
Eric Gaustad, owner of Gaustad Accounting & Tax Service, LLC offers a wide range of 
accounting, tax, and financial management services to clients in the western Minnesota 
communities and beyond. Eric has over 15 years of experience in accounting and tax 
preparation and focuses on accurate and cost-effective services tailored to meet the 
needs of your business or individual goals. Gaustad Accounting is located at 1403 College 
Way. If you have questions as to how Eric can help you with your accounting needs, feel 
free to call him at (218) 998-3888 or visit his website www.gaustadaccounting.com

Pictured LtoR: Gary Kamrowski (State Bank & Trust), Scott Norton (Century 21 Vista), 
Eric Gaustad (Gaustad Accounting), Lisa Workman (Chamber of Commerce), Jennifer 
Rogholt (Village Coop. of Fergus Falls).

we’re available 
24/7

mnmotorco
www.

.com

Matt Kennedy
998-6603

2330 College Way
Fergus Falls • 736-0110

Bremer.com
Member FDIC. 

Equal Housing Lender.

Helping your business succeed

FF Chamber Kennedy.indd   1 9/29/09   9:57 AM

JCM 67 Crafts & More Consignment Store       
New Business
Michael and Kay Chaffe, owners of JCM 67 Crafts & More Consignment Store, are 
excited to announce the opening of their new store in Fergus Falls. JCM 67 is located in 
Riverfront Square in downtown Fergus Falls. At the store, Michael and Kay offer crafts, 
consignment items and bible studies. If you have consignment items, feel free to contact 
them at (218) 770-8654 or stop in to the store.

Pictured LtoR: Lisa Workman (Chamber of Commerce), Scott Norton (Century 21 Vista), 
Michael Chaffe (JCM 67), Kay Chaffe (JCM 67), Jennifer Rogholt (Village Coop. of Fergus 
Falls), Gary Kamrowski (State Bank & Trust).

ADVOCACY Meets: 1st Fri. each month, 10am, chamber. Chair: Mary Widiger,  
998-1400. Thanks to everyone who helped recognize and reward 25 graduating 
seniors at the chamber’s Champion Citizens Luncheon at Mill Street Residence. 
Working with our youth keeps our community vibrant and lets our young people 
know their efforts at excelling are appreciated. 

Career Expo has been set for December 1, 2011. Larry Schulz, CEO of Lake Region 
Healthcare, will be at our June meeting to talk about how healthcare impacts our 
community.  NEXT MEETING: Friday, June 3.

EVENTS Meets: 3rd Thurs. each month, 10:30am, chamber. Chair: Tim Brinkman, 
998-1115. Upcoming Events: Chamber Café, Thur. July 14 at CrossRoads Church; 
“Membership Mixer – Non-Profit Showcase” Thur. Aug. 11 at West Central Initiative; 
7th Annual Golf Tournament on Friday, August 19. Committee members are welcome 
for each & all chamber events. NEXT MEETING: Thursday, June 23.

MARKETING Meets: 2nd Thurs. each month, 11:30am, chamber. Chair: Tara 
Kempfer, 205-2020.  “Our future looks bright!” The Chamber will be sending out cards 
to prospective members with that theme beginning June 13. Do not be timid-- tell 
people why you belong! The Marketing Committee is looking for innovative ideas, 
more committee members, and people to take the chamber marketing plan to the 
next level! Do you think you have what it takes? Anyone is welcome to join our 
monthly meetings!  NEXT MEETING: Thursday, June 9.

MEMBERSHIP Meets: 3rd Thurs. each month, 9:30am, chamber. Chair:  
Erik Johnson, 205-6017. We’ve been contacting our “Top 20” list of potential 
members – maybe you know of a business that should join too – let us know.  
NEXT MEETING: Thursday, June 16.

Please contact the chair or chamber staff at 736-6951 or chamber@prtel.com to 
get involved in any of these committees.

Committee Updates
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Papa Murphy’s       
New Member
At Papa Murphy’s Take ‘n’ Bake Pizza, every pizza is made fresh before your eyes exactly 
how you want it, using only the finest ingredients. Then you take it home and bake it in 
your oven whenever you’re ready, so it’s always served piping hot and delicious. Call 
your order in, (218) 998-PAPA, to have it ready for you at their drive-up window or stop 
in to the store located at 1101 W. Lincoln Ave. in Fergus Falls. For a full menu, visit their 
website, www.papamurphys.com

Pictured LtoR: Gary Kamrowski (State Bank & Trust), Jennifer Rogholt (Village Coop. of 
Fergus Falls), Laura Berg (Papa Murphy’s), Brian Findley (Papa Murphy’s), Lisa Workman 
(Chamber of Commerce), Scott Norton (Century 21 Vista).

VFW Post #612        
80th Anniversary
The VFW Post #612 in Fergus Falls is celebrating their 80th Anniversary! Their support 
and dedication to Fergus Falls and the surrounding area is widely felt throughout the 
community. The VFW holds benefits for area organizations, provides entertainment 
to the public, has delicious meals and drinks and is able to host wedding receptions. 
Lynette Cox, Commander, and Mike Karsnia, Quartermaster, have played a key role in 
the success of the VFW. Congratulations on this great accomplishment!

Pictured LtoR: Lisa Workman (Chamber of Commerce), Gary Kamrowski (State Bank & 
Trust), Mike Karsnia (VFW), Lynette Cox (VFW), Scott Norton (Century 21 Vista), Jennifer 
Rogholt (Village Coop. of Fergus Falls)

Home Based Business Professionals      
New Member
Home Based Business Professionals is a group of professional women who work from 
their homes selling products they believe in. Sarah Muchow with Discovery Toys, Vicki 
Jensen with Juice Plus, Jen Petersen with Mary Kay, Sheri Meis with Tupperware, 
Andrea Loomer with Tastefully Simple, Karla Connelly with Creative Memories, Deb 
Johnson with Park Lane Jewelry & Michelle Klinnert with Norwex are excited to 
provide you with their products. Please feel free to call the chamber office or visit  
www.fergusfalls.com for their contact information.
Pictured LtoR: Back Row- Sheri Meis (Tupperware), Andrea Loomer (Tastefully Simple), 
Jacki Maethner (Affinity Plus Credit Union), Sean Sullivan (US Bank), Anne Mullen (Mullen 
Insurance Agency), Jen Petersen (Mary Kay)  Front Row-Lisa Workman (Chamber of 
Commerce), Vicki Jensen (Juice Plus), Barb Miller (Lake Region Healthcare).

Fergus Falls School District 544       
New Member
The Fergus Falls School District 544 strives to provide a quality education to all children 
in kindergarten-12th grade. With 3 elementary schools, the new Kennedy Secondary 
School housing students in grades 6th-12th and an Alternative Learning Center, the 
students in our area are getting an outstanding education. ISD 544 has state-of-the-art 
classrooms with the most up-to-date electronics, knowledgeable teachers and great 
programs to help form our children into upstanding adults. For more information on  
ISD 544, visit their website at www.fergusfalls.k12.mn.us 

Pictured LtoR: Lisa Workman (Chamber of Commerce), Barb Miller (Lake Region 
Healthcare), Jacki Maethner (Affinity Plus Credit Union), Jerry Ness (ISD 544 
Superintendent), Anne Mullen (Mullen Insurance Agency), Sean Sullivan (US Bank).

ambassador visits

Main Street • Underwood
800-247-2706 • 218-826-6161

230 W. Lincoln • Fergus Falls
888-716-8837 • 218-998-2000

www.parkregion.com

• a+ & microsoft certified system engineers
• HP authorized support Provider

• office design & installation
• computer, printer & copier service

• office supplies

“Complete Office Outfitters”
102 East Lincoln Avenue • Fergus Falls

www.coopersinc.com
800-726-0095 • 218-739-5294

Call the chamber today 

to find out how to get 

your flyer inserted in 

the monthly newsetter!

218-736-6951
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chamber benefit & cvb

www.signsupnorth.com
1878 College Way, Fergus Falls • 218-739-5333

Business Signs. Banners. Vinyl Lettering.
Vehicle Lettering & Logos. Trailer Lettering & Logos.

Full Color Digital Printing. Trade Show Displays.
Full Color Photo Banners & Signs of All Sizes.

Vehicle & Trailer Wraps.

Jean Bowman 
Executive Director
Fergus Falls Convention and Visitors Bureau
218-332-5425
jeanbowman@visitfergusfalls.com

Gas Prices and Tourism
We are watching closely as gas prices hover near the $4 mark. 

What does this mean for tourism? It means we adjust our target 
market to “closer to home” because that’s what people are doing 
- traveling, but not as far as they initially planned. With Memorial 
Day weekend right around the corner, AAA projects 34.9 million 
Americans will travel 50 miles or more from home during the 
Memorial Day holiday weekend, a slight increase from the 34.8 
million people who traveled one year ago. In Minnesota and across 
the country, the outlook is for continued moderate growth in tourism 
business this summer. Minnesota lodging businesses showed good 
growth in the first quarter of the year. In Fergus Falls our first quarter 
was up 3.72 percent over last year. We expect that growth trend to 
continue - albeit slowly. The meetings and conference business has 
also picked up compared to 2010 and there are many proposals we 
are waiting to hear back on for 2012. 

Overall, travel spending is expected to increase somewhat this 
year, providing tourism-related businesses a second year of gradual 
recovery from recession lows of 2009. The U.S. Travel Association 
forecasts 1.8% increase in domestic travel in 2011, with a 4.5% 
increase in travel spending. A sampling of lodging and camping 
businesses selected by Explore Minnesota Tourism to participate 
in a pre-season poll had a fairly positive outlook for the summer 
season, based on reservations they’ve received so far. Many lodging 
businesses are anticipating occupancy greater or similar to last 
summer.

Though the economy is giving mixed signals, and consumers are 
dealing with high gas prices, a pent-up demand for travel and the 
continuing trend of vacationing close to home are expected to fuel 
a small growth in Minnesota travel. We are looking forward to being 
part of that trend.

“Our Name Says It All”

218-998-9000

SAVE 20%
ON YOUR NEXT PROMOTION

• Pens
• Travel Mugs

• Koozies
• Calendars

• Presentation
Folders

And Much More!

We will give you 20% off when your promotional items
total $250 or more. Talk to us for big savings!

(Offer good thru July 31, 2011)

Retirement Celebration/Benefit for
LeeAnn Barnett — June 20

Chamber members have heard LeeAnn Barnett’s 
smiling voice since July 2010 when she joined the 
chamber as Membership Support. She has made Door 
Prize drawings exceptional at many chamber events, 
but now it’s time to turn the tables and help LeeAnn 
with escalating medical costs. The Midweek along 
with the Chamber are hosting a Golf Tournament, 
Picnic Dinner, Silent Auction and Live Music Benefit 
on Monday, June 20 at Pebble Lake Golf Club and 
Putter’s Bar & Grill and we hope you’ll participate.

As many of you are probably aware, LeeAnn Barnett was diagnosed 
with Systemic Lupus, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue in 2008 and needed 
to drastically reduce her workload to alleviate symptoms caused by her 
diseases. So after 22 years, she retired from The Midweek. She developed 
wonderful relationships and wanted to maintain them, so working 8-10 hours/
week as Membership Support for the Chamber is a perfect fit.

Recently, she has learned that another autoimmune condition called 
Scleroderma has surfaced. It is a group of rare, progressive diseases that 
involve the hardening and tightening of the skin and connective tissues, 
harming internal organs. 

We hope you can participate in the Retirement Celebration/Benefit in 
some way:

• Play in the Golf Tournament, call The Midweek to register 739-3308
• Donate an item or gift certificate for the Silent Auction, drop off at 

Chamber office or The Midweek
• Come out for dinner at Putter’s Bar & Grill after work
• Bid on auction items – watch for online bidding
• Stop out to Putter’s for Live Music from “Island Time Revisited”
• Make a monetary donation to LeeAnn Barnett Benefit at  

State Bank & Trust
LeeAnn would be honored if you are able to attend. She plans to continue 

to keep fit and follow the direction of her medical doctors so that she’ll be 
with the chamber for many years.

Find it & Win with the Chamber
We want to promote doing business in Fergus 

Falls, so we are having a summer contest for readers 
of “This Week’s Shopping News” which will increase 
chamber members’ visibility.

Simply include the “Find it in Fergus Falls” logo 
in any “Shopping News” ad from June 12-July 31. 
(Contact your sales rep. for details 739-3308). Readers 

will try to find all of the ads with the “Find it” logo each week and submit 
their list to the chamber for a chance to win $25 in Fergus Bucks. Entry 
forms and winners will be posted online: www.fergusfalls.com or www.
themidweek.com and in “This Week’s Shopping News” print edition. 
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member news
Fergus Falls SummerFest is just around the corner on June 10-11.  It 

truly is a community-wide event, with the Summerfest board being 
comprised of community and local business members and the sponsorship 
dollars to operate the event coming from local businesses.  The board 
has been focused on how they can work with local businesses to have a 
successful event that will help promote the Fergus Falls community well 
after SummerFest 2011 is over. Check out their website for complete event 
details: www.fergusfallssummerfest.com 

Here are a few event highlights: 
Thursday, June 9: Historic Walking Tour of Downtown, Concerts in the 

Park featuring Anthony Miltich, BMX Races, Fargo-Moorhead Symphony 
Orchestra.

Friday, June 10: SpongeBob Meet & Greet, I-94 Speedway Races, 
Battle of the Bands, Red Horse Ranch Barrel Bash.

Saturday, June 11: Various food, merchant, craft and non-profit vendors 
along with kids’ activities downtown, Dog Show, Firefighter Water Battle 
Competition, Kiddie Parade & Main Parade.

Sunday, June 12: Fly-In/Drive-In Breakfast Waffle Feed 

SummerFest 2011

As many of our local businesses are gearing up for the summer tourism 
season, it’s critical that we maintain our lakes in Otter Tail County.

Zebra mussels represent one of the most important and destructive 
biological invasions into North America. In 1988, a release of larval 
mussels during the ballast exchange of a single commercial cargo ship 
traveling from the north shore of the Black Sea to the Great Lakes has 
been deduced as the likely source of introduction to North America and 
now, their presence is in Otter Tail County.

The rapid invasion of waterways has been facilitated by the zebra 
mussels’ ability to disperse during all life stages including routinely 
attaching to boat hulls thus being transported to new locations. 

Zebra mussels are notorious for their biofouling capabilities. They 
colonize pipes restricting flow, reducing the intake in heat exchangers, 
condensers, water pumps, and AC systems. Boating can be affected by 
increased drag due to attached mussels and small mussels can get into 
engine cooling systems causing overheating and damage. They have 
profound effects on the ecosystems they invade. As filter feeders, they are 
capable of filtering about one liter of water per day while feeding primarily 
on algae.

Zebra mussels’ impact on recreation, trade and industry is measurable. 
However, control is available through enforcement of decontamination 
of recreational boats and trailers, Minnesota Law 84D. Minnesota 
Senator Ingebrigsten has introduced SF0847 which requests that funds 
from the Legacy Act be devoted to combat this invasion through control, 
containment and eradication and to provide the DNR with aggressive tools 
to halt the spread of zebra mussels.

Invasive Aquatic Species Could Harm Local 
Economy If Left Unaddressed

Recently, Rohde Insurance 
Services of Fergus Falls 
was named to the Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company 
President’s  Club for 2011 as a 
top agency for their company.  
Since it’s inception in 2004, 
RIS has ranked among the 
company’s top 50 agencies 
for outstanding production 
and profitability.  Additionally 
Rohde Insurance Services 

has received the distinguished President’s Award for the past 11 (since 
it’s inception) consecutive years from Austin Mutual Insurance company.  
This Award is based on overall performance of professionalism, profitable 
growth and a history of strong support in forming a true partnership with 
Ausin Mutual.  RIS was presented with plaques and letters of recognition 
from both companies.

Rohde Insurance Honored

Old-Fashioned Crazy Days: A Sidewalk Sell-A-Bration – 
Thursday, July 21.

The Downtown Association wants to make Crazy Days spectacular 
again and bring as many people to Fergus Falls as possible. In order to 
do that, everyone needs to pitch in!  Lincoln Avenue will be blocked on 
Thursday, and you can participate in many ways:

• Sidewalk Sale for retailers – move lots of merchandise outside,  
grab bags

• Non-retailers can sponsor games for families and kids or provide a 
volunteer. Game ideas: coins in a pile of straw, bean bag toss,  
dunk tank, face painting

• Kids Parade – bikes, wagons, pets
• Downtown Restaurants – serve your specialty outside (picnic tables 

will be provided). Contact the Chamber 736-6951
• Organize or Sponsor a Pie Baking/Eating Contest
• Serve Root Beer Floats
• Classic black & white movies to be shown at A Center for the Arts
• Steamroller print-making at the Kaddatz Galleries
• Sponsor an event or contribute for advertising
Next meeting is Wednesday, June 8 at 3pm at the chamber office.

Crazy Days Participants Wanted July 21-23

Forward Fergus Falls has received a $10,000 grant from West Central 
Initiative (WCI) to recognize the hard work that has been accomplished to 
create a brighter future for the City of Fergus Falls.   

The award was presented in May in the city council chambers to a 
group of Forward Fergus Falls stewards.

“West Central Initiative is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.  
One of the ways we want to celebrate is through grants to community-led 
partnerships that, like WCI, are committed to uniting ideas and resources 
to positively impact the areas of economic development, community 
development and philanthropy,” said Wendy Merrick, WCI programming 
director.  “We’re pleased to give this one-time grant to Forward Fergus 
Falls to help fulfill its destiny!”

West Central Initiative is a regional community foundation serving 
Becker, Clay, Grant, Douglas, Otter Tail, Pope, Stevens, Traverse and 
Wilkin counties in west central Minnesota.  WCI provides programs and 
resources in the areas of economic development, community development 
and philanthropy.  For more information about WCI programs, call 1-800-
735-2239 or visit the WCI website at www.wcif.org.

Forward Fergus Falls receives $10,000 grant 
from WCI

WCI presented $10,000 to Forward Fergus Falls to help continue its work. 
On hand to accept the grant were, back row: Patrick Hollister, Rick Schara, Jeff Ackerson, 

Jim Fish, Harold Stanislawski and WCI staff Wendy Merrick; front row: Jerry Ness, 
Hal Leland, Jean Bowman, Lisa Workman and Mary Robertson.
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Calendar of Events

Please share this with your employees

202 South Court Street
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Address Service Requested

Visit our website for complete details: www.fergusfalls.com

Fridays
	 “Find it in Fergus Falls” on PRTV Channel 1, 7pm.  

Featuring our Chamber members! Call to be a guest 736-6951

July 2011
14	 Chamber Café - CrossRoads Church, 7:30-9am
21-24	 City-wide Crazy Days
21	 Old-Fasioned Sidewalk Sell-a-bration Downtown, 8am-6pm
August 2011
11	 “Membership Mixer” aka Business After Hours, 4-6pm, 

“Non Profit Showcase.” West Central Initiative
19	 7th Annual Chamber Golf Scramble, “Country Bumpkin” 

theme, Pebble Lake Golf Club, 1pm, 5pm short program
September 2011
8 	 Chamber Café, M State-Fergus Falls, 7:30-9am
October 2011
26	 Taste of Fergus Falls, Bigwood Event Center
November 2011
10	 Chamber Café, A Center for the Arts, 7:30-9am
December 2011
8	 Business After Hours, Pemberton Law Firm

June 2011
9-12	 Summerfest — www.fergusfallssummerfest.org

16	 Forward Fergus Falls Community Celebration Breakfast, 
Legacy Hall at M State, 7:30-9pm

17	 FREE WORKSHOP — “Focus on Your Business - Microsoft 
Office Tips & Tricks,” 10-11am, Chamber Board Room, 
downstairs

20	 LeeAnn Barnett Retirement Celebration & Fundraiser, 
Pebble Lake Golf Course, 1pm Golf, 6pm Dinner

Find us on 
Facebook


